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Judith Ament graduated from Yale University in 2013 with a Master’s degree in Environmental 
Science. Prior to this, she studied Ecology and International Development Studies at the 
University of Amsterdam in her home country of The Netherlands. She is currently a final year 
PhD student at the Zoological Society of London and the Centre for Biodiversity and 
Environment Research at University College London. Her research focuses on human impacts 
on ecosystems, particularly on anthropogenic factors affecting vertebrate species distributions 
and abundance. Her PhD investigates changes in vertebrate populations in developing 
countries using data from the Living Planet Index, in relation to progress towards the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. She also worked on predicting vertebrate population trends 
from land use and climate data in habitat suitability models. Judith is particularly interested in 
policy-related research and the interrelationships between environmental, economic and social 
drivers and broader impacts on wildlife conservation. Her scientific interests include 
conservation biology, community and ecosystem dynamics, macroecology, land use change, 
and geospatial analyses. 

 
 


